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the King of an English country to agree with his local
parliament. Because circumstances brought both
traditions into activity, the rebellion covered all thir-
teen colonies and was not limited to the Northern
group. But because the two traditions were not and
could not be completely fused, a large body of Amer-
ican colonists eventually migrated to the maritime
provinces of Canada, while the descendants of those
Southerners who remained behind repudiated the
Northern claims at the time of the Qvil War on what
was fundamentally the same issue of local as opposed
to central sovereignty.

It is in this setting that the proceedings of the Phila-
delphia Convention on the vital matter of the execu-
tive can properly be placed. Settlement was no easy
business. There were thirty divisions on this one
issue during the proceedings of the Convention, and
the compromise eventually accepted was only arrived
at in the third month of its sessions. The King had
gone, and with him had gone the controls that he
had exercised. Events had shown that in some form
or other these controls needed to be reinstated, and
the Virginian plan with which the Convention had
begun its work demanded the creation of an effective
executive but left it open whether it should consist
of one person or of several. Working on this ques-
tion, Hamilton actually proposed the creation of a
President and a Council all of whom were to be ap-
pointed for life and empowered to nominate the State
governors. This was to revive on American soil and
in a very different atmosphere the Mediaeval Crown